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SUBJ: CHINA RESPONDS TO THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS ON TAIWAN 

1 . PRC VICE-PREMIER CHI TENG-KUEI'S MAY 16 INTERVIEW 
WITH THE "YOMIURI SHIMBUN", IN WHICH CHI REITERATES 
CHINA'S DETERMINATION TO USE FORCE IF NECESSARY TO 
"LIBERATE'' TAIWAN, APPEARS TO BE A CALCULATED PRC RESPONSE 
TO PRESIDENT CARTER S MAY 12 NEWS CONFERENCE REMARKS 
ABOUT CHINA. IN THE CHINESE TEXT OF THE INTERVIEW 
PUBLISHED IN HONG KONG'S PRC-CONTROLLED "TA RUNG PAO", 

CHI IS DESCRIBED AS SAYING THAT THE U.S. HAS BROUGHT UP 
AN "ADDITIONAL CONDITION" (FU CHIA TIAO CHIEN; 7096/ 

0502/2742/01 15) IN WANTING THE TAIWAN QUESTION TO BE 
SOLVED PEACEFULLY. THIS APPEARS TO BE A DIRECT 
RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATEMENT, "WE 
DON'T WANT TO SEE THE TAIWANESE PEOPLE PUNISHED 
OR ATTACKED '. MORE DIRECTLY, THE PRO-PRC NEWSPAPER 
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"COMMERCIAL DAILY", IN A MAY 17 COMMENTARY ENTITLED 
"WASHINGTON'S ATTITUDE AND PEKING'S PRINCIPLES", 

CONCLUDES THAT IF WHAT HAD BEEN REPORTED BY "YOMIURI" 

IS ACCURATE, CHI TENG-KUEI'S STATMENT REPRESENTS 
A SPECIFIC RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S REMARKS 
ABOUT CHINA IN HIS MAY 12 PRESS CONFERENCE. 
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2. THE CHINESE ARE THUS PUBLICALLY STANDING FIRM 
ON THEIR "PRINCIPLED" POSITON THAT THE SOLUTION OF 
THE TAIWAN PROBLEM IS THEIRS AND THEIRS ALONG. 

AS A COMMENTARY IN THE MAY 17 "TA RUNG PAO" PHRASES 
IT, "CHINA WILL ABSOLUTELY NOT TRADE ITS PRINCIPLES. 

IT WILL ABSOLUTELY NOT ALLOW OTHER PEOPLE TO INTERFERE 
IN ITS INTERNAL AFFAIRS (IN ORDER TO) GUARANTEE A 
’PEACEFUL LIBERATION OF TAIWAN ." ADDITIONALLY, 

THE COMMENTARY STATES THAT THOSE IN AMERICA WHO FEEL 
CHINA IS ANXIOUS TO NORMALIZED WITH THE U.S. BECAUSE 
OF THE SINO-SOVIET SPLIT ARE ALSO IN ERROR. 

3. AS THE FOREGOING WAS BEING WRITTEN WE RECEIVED THE "NEW 
EVENING POST," THE AFTERNOON SISTER EDITION OF THE 

"TA RUNG PAO". THE "NEW EVENING POST" CONTAINED AN EVEN MORE 
STRONGLY WORDED COMMENTARY ENTITLED "CARTER SHOULD 
RESTUDY THE XHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE. QUOTING DIRECTLY 
FROM PRESIDENT CARTER'S PRESS CONFERENCE, THE 
COMMENTARY NOTES HIS REFERNCE TO THE SHANGHAI 
COMMUNIQUE AND THE HOPE THAT THE QUESTION OF TAIWAN 
CAN BE SETTLED BY PEACEFUL MEANS. THE COMMENTARY 
REPLIES, "THE HOPE IS YOUR HOPE, HOW IT IS LIBERATED 
IS THE BUSINESS OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE, PEACEFULLY 
WOULD BE FINE, BY WAR WOULD BE FINE, NEITHER ONE HAS 
ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE UNITED STATES." THE 
COMMENTRAY CONCLUDES THAT PRESIDENT CARTER SHOULD 
TAKE CARE TO AVOID FURTHER SLIPS OF THE TONGUE. 

CROSS 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, PRESS COMMENTS, PRESS CONFERENCES, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, SPEECHES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 17-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977HONGK05632 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 74-1 003 
Format: TEL 
From: HONG KONG 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770550/aaaabqsr.tel 

Line Count: 89 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c1963d92-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2494622 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CHINA RESPONDS TO THE PRESIDENTYS REMARKS ON TAIWAN 
TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, CH, US, TW, (CARTER, JIMMY), (CHI TENG-KUEI) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c1963d92-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



